
 
 
Madam Chair, Mr. Chairman, and members of the committee, I’m Jill LaGattuta from 
New Canaan, I have three kids in two public schools, and I’m here to oppose HB 7192 
sections 7-10, which pertain to the School Commission tasked with “developing a plan 
for the redistricting or consolidation of school districts” (line 446). I don’t think this 
benefits the state, except maybe monetarily, and giving the state a mandate to 
reorganize schools at all levels, has the potential to harm schools, people and towns, 
and be to the detriment of what is now a top selling point for our state, Connecticut’s top 
ranking educationally.  

This commission of appointees will review the fine details of the each school, 
including school building size and capacity, school transportation,  athletic schedules, 
and make “recommendations regarding school building usage within and among school 
districts” and the use of “tax changes” – does this mean setting up BOEs as separate 
taxing authorities? – and then deliver all this to the Governor and The Education 
Committee and others. Then what? Legislators legislate, that’s what they do. 

As others have testified, the prospect of the state reaching deep into the 
organization of each school, and rearranging school districts has united people across 
party lines and eroded people’s trust in government. I haven’t read Mr. Harris’ 
amendment, but my concern, and what I think many people are concerned about, is that 
removing the words redistricting and regionalization does not remove the intent of the 
bill. Even with “redistricting” removed, I wonder what else we can’t discern in the words 
“consolidation” and “efficiency,” and what a supermajority will pass when the 
recommendations are put before them.  

I also think you can’t take these five bills in isolation, as school regionalization 
was a priority for the governor right out of the gate, with ideas like separating boards of 
education from their towns coming out of the governor’s transition committee, HB7319, 
which I testified against on Friday.  

As Gail Lavielle, said districts are already regionalizing of their own volition, and 
the legislature does have a role to play, in incentivizing voluntary regionalization and 
shared services. Certainly it could make sense to share certain services, so I could 
imagine some iteration that could get support. However even without the words 
redistricting and regionalization, I am very much opposed to HB7912. 
 


